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the truth, but  of fabricating unnecessarily  elaborate
falsehoods,

" A. dense cloud of obscure misery/7 affirms Mr. Morley,
" hangs over the last months of this forlorn existence.
No tragedy ever had a fifth act more squalid. . . . One
day, 2 July 1778, suddenly, and without a single
warning symptom, all drew to an end. The sensations
which had been the ruling part of his life (!) were affected
by pleasure and pain no more, the dusky phantoms all
vanished into space. The surgeons reported that the
cause of his death was apoplexy; but a suspicion has
haunted the world ever since that he destroyed him-
self by a pistol-shot. . . . We cannot tell. There
is no inherent improbability in the fact of his having
committed suicide." (Vol. ii. chap. vii. pp. 326, 327.)

But here, once again, the critical method which decides
that (the facts having become ghostly to us) we may
base our opinions upon the assumption that there is no
inherent improbability in any suspicion that points to
an unbalanced mind in Eousseau, was destined to be
proved a method which leads to wrong conclusions.
On the 18th Dec. 1897, a commission of French savants
and men of letters, under the presidency of M. Berthelot,
senator and member of the French Academy, undertook
to settle this question once and for ever, by the methods
of inquiry and of verification of evidence which leave
no room for a war of arguments. The coffins of Voltaire
and of Eousseau, consigned at the time of the Eestoration
to the vaults beneath the Pantheon, were opened; with
the primary purpose of setting at rest the mischievous
legend that they had been profaned; and that the
remains of these two great men had been scattered to
the winds. Both coffins were proved to have remained
inviolate. M. Berthelot has published a report of the
proceedings in a work entitled Science et Education
(pages 321 to 329). On the 23rd Jan. 1905, he made this
statement, in reply to inquiries addressed to him by the
Society of J. J. Eousseau of Geneva.moi, et a ces
